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Fascinating Forts

Introduction
Hey Friends......
I am Young INTACH
and this time I am going
to take you on a journey
to the most fascinating
forts of India. Come....
join the joy ride!!

The dictionary describes a fort as ‘a strong or fortified place, usually occupied by the
troops and surrounded by walls and moats.’ Forts form an integral part of India’s
cultural and architectural heritage. In times of constant war, these forts became
a necessity to ward off constant invasions from within the country as well as from
outside. Though the forts were primarily used for defence they also, over a period of
time, became a symbol of prestige for the rulers.

You may be surprised
to know that there is
a mention of a fort–
like structure even in
the Rig Veda with wooden walls and
ditches. Even excavation of the sites
of the Indus Valley Civilization has
revealed that people were familiar
with fortifications and the cities
were protected by walls all around.
The idea of making a fort emerges
from a basic need of all humans—
security.

The Great Builders

Bandhavgarh legend
According to a popular legend, Lord
Rama stayed at the Bandhavgarh Fort
on returning home after defeating
Ravana. The Bandhavgarh Fort is
believed to have been designed by two
monkey architects who built the bridge
between the Island of Lanka and the
main Indian land. The fort was handed
over to his brother Lakshman who was
known as the ‘Bandhavdhish’ or the
‘Lord of the Fort. ‘
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Two forts in India have been
declared as world heritage
sites by UNESCO—the Agra
Fort and the Red Fort.

Shivaji was a great builder of coastal
forts in India and the Sindhudurg
Fort is one of the most fascinating
structures.

So, India has had a long history
as far as forts are concerned.
Maharashtra and Rajasthan need
to be specially mentioned not
just for the number of forts in
these regions but also for their
architectural elegance and the
defence mechanisms used. Several
of these forts have withstood
the test of time and turbulence,
several onslaughts and the wrath
of invading armies. Even now they
stand high and mighty and continue
to hold fort!

1

UNESCO WORLD
HERITAGE SITES

Maharana Kumbha was the greatest
builder of forts in Rajasthan. Several
forts were constructed by him. Rao
Maldeo, the ruler of Jodhpur, also
built and repaired several forts.
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Forts
…Glory of Past!
Forts! Forts! Forts!
There are so many forts in India.
Some are big and some are small,
But all splendid and beautiful.
Forts are the real heritage of India.
I can say that Forts are the “Pride of India.”
In Forts –
One can see the footprints of past,
But glory can be felt and imagined.
Anjali Jain, Class X, Sophia Sr. Sec.
School, Ajmer
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F O RTS APART... P A R T B Y P A R T
The expertise to build a fort was by no means an easy task but ancient Indians had achieved mastery over this art. In early
India forts were build as per the instructions laid down by sages like Manu and Chanakya. Excavations of a few really
ancient fortifications reveal a great degree of perfection in their making.
Usually a fort includes the following structures:

On the rampart wall, TOWERS are
built at regular intervals and can
be round, square or rectangular
in shape. The tower played a
significant role in the defence of
the fort.

The GATEWAY is another
important structure of a fort.
Ideally a gateway should be
imposing. It also has a two-leaved
door with both sides fitted with
thick iron spikes.

This massive
fortress has so many
interesting features.
I want to explore
more…

Perhaps the foremost and
the most important structure
in a fort is the RAMPART
WALL. Usually made of bricks
or stones, the strength of
the wall will determine the
overall strength of the fort.

Sound Alert
DID YOU
KNOW ?
A bastion is a structure
that projects outward from
the main enclosure of a fort.
It is situated at corners
to help defend against the
enemy.
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FORTS ALSO HAVE

The architecture of the Golcunda
Fort was such that a clap at the
entrance could be used as a distress
signal thus alerting the troops of
unseen dangers. Such was the
acoustics of the fort!!

5

POSTERN or the side gate is made
on the rampart wall and cannot be
detected by the enemy.
Openings on walls so that soldiers
can shoot the enemy without getting
hurt.

Can You
Find My Gate

MOAT was made full of water
surrounding the fort so that the enemy
cannot climb the wall easily.

The trick used in the construction
of the entrance door to Sindhudurg
fort seems to be a mastermind.
The technique was deceptive for
the enemy. They could not see the
entrance door.

SLIT was made above the gate so that
hot oil can be poured on the enemy
entering the fort.
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TUNNEL or safe
passages for escape.
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O N THE TOP OR O N T H E C O A S T
India with its varied geographical terrain is dotted with several forts across the country and every possible kind of fort is
found here. Each terrain has a fort or several forts depending on the location and its vulnerability to foreign invasions in the
past. From mountain to river or a desert fort, all have been a part of our past history.

Forts on Mountain Tops
The Himalayas are home to many interesting forts. The
mountain top gives a vantage point for the soldiers to see
the approaching army and gauge the danger.
e.g. - Kangra Fort, Himachal Pradesh

Forts on Hill Tops
Several forts especially in Rajasthan were built on hill tops as
these seemed to be invincible. The Aravali ranges are home
to several forts.
Mehrangarh Fort, Rajasthan

eg. - Chittor Fort and Mehrangarh Fort

Island Forts

Forts on Plateau Tops and Edges
There are several forts on plateau tops. These forts helped the
kings of the medieval kingdoms of the south in a big way.

Island forts, also called jal durg, are surrounded by water and
use that as a means of protection from the enemy.
e.g. - Murud Janjira, Maharashtra

e.g. - Bidar Fort, Karnataka

River Forts

Coastal Forts

River forts are made on river mouths, meanders of rivers and
river terraces. Some unique forts on rivers are Fort William on
the River Hooghly made by the British.

India with its really long coastline has several strategically
located coastal forts as a result of threats by numerous
invaders. They have seen the rise and fall of the Portuguese,
the French and the Dutch powers, and finally the rise of the
British power.

e.g. - Barabati Fort, Orissa on river Mahanadi.

Forts on Commercial Routes
Many forts in Rajasthan were built at significant locations
that also included the commercial routes of those times.

e.g.- Vasai Fort, Maharashtra

These forts guarded the trade along this route and the army
along with them.
e.g. - Jalore Fort, Rajasthan

Bidar Fort, Karnataka

Barabati Fort, Orissa
Background Illustration by: Ananya Mishra, Std. 8, Gita Convent School, Faridabad

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

H ISTORY OF FOR T S
Forts were significant historically because they were almost always built by an emperor or a chieftain as the capital of their
newly occupied state and townships grew and developed around these forts.

Ancient period
Three methods were used to build forts in ancient India.
First, where the material used was stone with masonry
work, second, had earthen ramparts and third, were made
of rubble with mud on the outside.
Indra the god of rain is addressed as Purandar meaning
the destroyer of forts.
The art of building forts is as ancient as the Vedic period.
The Rig Veda mentions the word ‘pur’ several times.
There are several references to forts in the Ramayana
and Kishkinda was a cave fort situated in a valley
surrounded by high ranges.
The Jatakas also mention towers, strong gates, and
rampart walls of forts.
	When Alexander invaded India, Northern India was
dotted with several forts which helped the armies to
put up a stiff resistance to the foreign invaders.
During the Gupta period, towns and cities of the era
were strongly fortified.
Rajgir was an old fort of the Buddhist era. It has also
been mentioned in the Mahabharata by the name
of ‘Girivraja.’

Medieval Period
With the Muslim invasion of India, there were many changes
that came about in the design, pattern of construction, and
location of forts. Forts were built from South to North and
from East to West under the Sultanate and later the Mughal
rule.
	Stone was the main material used for construction in
this era.
	Building a citadel and a large space between the citadel
and the walls was a characteristic feature. The Berar Fort
and the Golconda Fort both are good examples of this.
The gates during this period were highly decorated
using both Hindu as well as the Mughal style. Gates of
this era were wide enough to let an elephant pass and
also had sharp, iron spikes like in the Shaniwarwada
Fort in Pune.
The city of Delhi is well known for its seven cities. Almost all
of these cities are identified with forts. These forts were built
by the Khaljis, the Tughlaqs, and the Mughals.

Match the following
1.

Qila Rai Pithora

1.	Humayun

2.

Tughlaqabad Fort

2.

Prithviraj Chauhan

3.	Siri Fort

3.	Shah Jahan

4.	Red Fort

4.	Alauddin Khalji

5.

5.	Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq

Purana Qila

MODERN PERIOD
TRICKY TUNNEL

Forts were also constructed by colonial powers in India after
their successful occupation of the Indian mainland. Forts
were built by the Dutch, the Portuguese and the British.

Archaeologists excavating
the Bidar Fort built by Sultan
Ahmed Shah of the Bahamani
Dynasty found a 150 meter
long tunnel. It could perhaps
have been an escape tunnel
used by women.

Fort William in Kolkata and Fort St George in Chennai are
famous forts made by the British.
Fort Aguada in Goa is one of the finest examples of
Portuguese fortifications in India.
Interestingly, most of these forts are along the coasts as the
colonial powers came from the seas and were well-known
sea farers.
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FORTS FROM US

Forts, as we now know, have captured the imagination of one and all; from the ruler to the ruled, from the mighty to the
weak. Through the course of history forts have played a very important role and have served as formidable bastions
against invading armies.

ATOP THE HIMALAYAS
Kangra Fort

UNRAVEL THE PRIDE OF THE NORTH EAST

For centuries, the Kangra Fort offered an impregnable
defense from attacking forces. The fort is situated on a
steep cliff flanked by towering hills in Dharamshala, and the
confluence of the Banganga and Patalganga rivers served
as a natural moat.
Hrida, Bluebells School International, New Delhi

Bahu Fort

Raj Bari Fort
The Raj Bari in Nagaland was made by using nearly 2 lakh
small brick stones in the 10th Century AD. The Kacharies,
an ancient tribe, established their fortified capital on the
banks of the Dhansiri River around the 10th Century in
Dimapur, Nagaland.
Ranjit Sharma, IX B, Bethesda Hr. Sec. School, Dimapur

The Bahu Fort is located in Jammu city in the Indian state
of Jammu and Kashmir. The fort, originally built by Raja
Bhulochal some 3000 years ago, was refurbished by the
Dogra rulers in the 19th Century.
Rishit Pandit, VI F, Delhi Public School, Gurgaon

Chahukhutia Fort
Chahukhutia in the Almora District consists of a famous fort,
which was built by the kings of the Katyuri Dynasty. The fort
which is now in ruins might have been a major attraction in
the years of the dynastic rule.
Sonali Sharma, IX A, Pine Hall School, Dehra Dun

Gwalior Glory
The Gwalior Fort in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh, stands on a
long, narrow precipitous hill called Gopachal. The fort was
built in the 8th Century. The two important events associated
with the fort are the building of the fort during the early
Tomar rule and the building of Gurjari Mahal and the Man
Mandir Palace constructed by Raja Man Singh Tomar in the
15th Century for his favourite queen Mrignayani.

Buxa Fort
The Buxa Fort is located in the Jalpaiguri District of West
Bengal. The fort is a major destination for trekkers as it
is situated at a height of 260 feet. The fort was used as a
transit by the Bhutanese kings of Cooch.
Sanskar Gupta, VIII D, The Heritage School, Kolkata

Munger Fort
The Munger Fort located in Munger, Bihar, is built on a
rocky hillock on the south bank of the Ganges. This fort
was built during the years of the Sultanate rule in India.
It gained prominence during the British rule in Bengal.
Aarushi Verma, IX B, Visakha Valley School, Vishakhapatnam

Can you guess these Famous Four?

Ananya Dengre, III B, Delhi Public School, Jabalpur

Rani Lakshmibai is supposed to have jumped
the ________fort walls to escape the British.

Patiala’s Pride

Shah Jahan was imprisioned in the ______
________ fort by his son Aurengzeb.

The Qila Mubarak is located in Patiala. It is the oldest
fortified palace of Patiala. It was built by the founder of the
Patiala dynasty, Baba Ala Singh in 1763 AD. It was first a
Kachigarhi or a mud fortress. Later it was rebuilt with baked
bricks by Maharaja Amar Singh (1765-1781) a descendent
of the Patiala dynasty.

Fort Deogiri was later renamed _________
by Mohammed Bin Tughlaq when he shifted his
capital here from Delhi.
It is said the foundation of the __________
fort of Delhi was built by Allauddin Khilji on the
severed heads of defeated Mongol soldiers.

Hareena Oberoi, VIII C, Bluebells School International, Delhi
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DECCAN QUEENS
Gingee Fort, also known as Chenji of Jinji, is one of the few
surviving forts in Tamil Nadu. The actual name of Gingee
is ‘Sengiri’ meaning the ‘Red Hill.’ Some say that the name
Sengiri originated from Sanjeevani, the hill mentioned in the
Ramayana from where Hanuman got the life-saving herb
Sanjeevani Booti for Lakshmana.
R. Rashmika, VII A, Revoor Padmanabha Chetty’s Matric Hr. Sec. School,
Chennai
Illustration by: S Vaisalatchi, VEL's Vidhyashram, Chennai

Sindhudurg is a fortress which occupies an islet in the
Arabian Sea, just off the coast of Maharashtra. The fortress
is situated in the Malvan town of Sindhudurg District. It is
believed that to construct the fort, over 4000 mounds of
iron were used for casting and the foundation stones were
firmly laid down.
Raghu Priya, VII A, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s Athmakuri Rama Rao
School, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad

Akola Fort, also called Asadgad, forms the major
fortifications of the Akola District of Maharashtra. It is the
earliest form of a mud fort made to protect the villages of
Akola. The fortress was dismantled by the British in 1870
and later the central part of the fort is believed to have been
used as a school.
P. Swetha, VII A, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s Athmakuri Rama Rao School,
Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad

Terekhol Fort, also called Tiracol Fort, is a fort in Goa
which was built by Maharaja Khem Sawant Bhonsle- the
Raja of Sawantwadi. It later became an important site of the
Portuguese Empire in India and remained under Portuguese
control till 1961.

Vellore Fort in Tamil Nadu was built by Chinna Bommi
Nayak and Thimma Nayak, the feudal lords of the erstwhile
Vijayanagara Empire in 1566. The beautiful Talakandeshwara
Temple with its exquisite sculptures is a jewel among the
other edifices within the strong fort of Vellore.
S. Revathy, VIII A, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Puducherry

Udaigiri Fort in located in the Nellore District of Andhra
Pradesh. The fort was built by the Gajapatis and the
Vijayanagara kings in the 14th-15th Centuries. There is a hillock
close to the fort called Sanjiva Hill, and it supposed to be the
abode of many medicinal herbs.
V. Krishna, VII A, Subha Niketan School, Kakinada

Tiruchirapalli Fort rises abruptly from the plains to a
height of 83 metres, and in historically associated with the
Chola times. Its history extends from the ancient period to
the 18th Century Carnatic wars between the British and the
French. The fort consists of an ancient temple dedicated to
Lord Ganapati and many pilgrims flock to this site.
J. Bharat Ram, VII, Angappa Educational Trust Sen. Sec. School,
Coimbatore

Prachi Mittal, VIII D, Green Fields School, New Delhi

Balarpur Fort is a fort near the township of Navi Mumbai
in Maharashtra.The fort was built by the Siddis of Janjira
between 1560-70. It was later conquered by the Portuguese
and then the Marathas. In the early 19th Century the fort was
captured by the British.
Arsh Gupta, VI H, Delhi Public School, Gurgaon
Illustration by: Bhumika Sankhla Std. 8, All Saints School, Beawar Road, Ajmer, Rajasthan
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Warangal Fort is one of the architectural wonders of
the bygone era. Situated in the south-east of the city of
Warangal, this massive structure was built in the 13th Century
by the rulers of the Kakatiya Dynasty.
M. Siddharth, X G, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s Public School, Jubilee Hills,
Hyderabad

OUR COLONIAL PICK
The only Danish settlement in Tamil Nadu was at
Tarangampadi or Trenquebar. The Tarangampadi Fort
was built by the Commander of Dutch Navy in India in 1620.
The fort has two storeys and the imposing stone walls and
cannons draw the attention of onlookers.
A. Lalitha, VIII B, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Puducherry

Kondapalli Fort is located in the Krishna District of
Andhra Pradesh. This historic fort was built by Prolaya
Verma Reddy of Kondavid during the 14th Century. The fort
has three successive gates. The main entrance to the fort is
called ‘Dargha Darwaja’ and was built with a single block of
granite.
Madhu Prabha, IX H, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s Public School, Jubilee
Hills, Hyderabad

The first fort built by the British in India was
Fort St. George. Built in 1639 as a base for the British in
South India, this fort witnessed some of the fiercest battles
in the 18th Century. The canons of Tipu Sultan placed on the
ramparts of the fort are a reminder of the famous struggles
between the British and the brave Indian king.
R.V. Deepan Kumar, Revoor Padmanabha Chetty’s Matric Hr. Sec.
School, Chennai

Located in Mysore, the Erode Fort flourished as a fortified
bastions up to the 19th Century. The fort became a centre
of power under Haider Ali. It was a large fort and housed
a garrison of 4000 soldiers, surrounded by coconut groves
and fertile land.
G. Hemanth, IX B, Sri Sankara Vidyashramam Matriculation Hr. Sec.
School, Chennai

The Fort Aguada in Goa, built in 1612, comprises a lower
fort with bastions all around and an upper fort. It skirts the
seashore and ascends the summit of the bare rocky uplands
called ‘Aguada Point.
Madhuri, X G, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s Public School, Jubilee Hills,
Hyderabad

Warangal Fort

Do you know that there is only one fort in the world from
where even a single shot has not been fired? Named after
King William III, Fort William is located on the eastern
banks of the River Hooghly in Kolkata.
Briti Bhattacharya, VII B, The Heritage School, Kolkata

Chapora Fort in Goa rises
above the wide Chapora
River. The brilliant site has
step slopes on all sides. The
Fort follows the outline of
higher slopes, stands above
the upland area and has an
irregular outer plan.

Illustration by: B.K. Akshaya Std. 10, VELS Vidhyasram, Chennai

Did you know?

P. Kanishka Ragavi, IX C, Revoor
Padmanabha Chetty’s Matric Hr.
Sec. School, Chennai

Satara was so
named because of the
seventeen walls of the
fort.
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Angappa Education Trust, Coimbatore
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ROYAL RAJASTHAN

Bhangarh Fort
Bhangarh Fort was cursed by Guru Balunath who originally

Mehrangarh Fort
Mehrangarh Fort never fell to an enemy. Invincible and
mighty, inspiring awe, admiration and fear, the fort
symbolizes the very spirit of the Rathore rulers of Marwar.

sanctioned the construction of the fort but warned that
his sacred meditating place lies nearby and should the fort
reach the size which cast a shadow big enough to reach his
forbidden retreat, the city would fall into ruins.

Ananmay Narain, Std. 6, Delhi Public School Sec 45, Gurgaon

Shruthi C. Reddy, IX B, ACTS Secondary School, Bangalore

Chittorgarh
Chittorgarh is a symbol of the undying struggle for freedom

and self respect. It is associated with the legends of brave
Rajput rulers. It is also related to the famous historical incidents
such as Johar of Rani Padmini, bravery of Gora and Badal, Kalla
Rathore Jaimal Sisodia.The fort is also unparallel in sculpture
that is why it is known as the foremost fort of Rajasthan. It is
said "Garh tho Chittorgarh baki sab Gahdayan hain".
Anushrav Jain, Std. 7, Maharana Mewar Public School, Udaipur,
Rajasthan

TALE OF DELHI’S THREE CITIES
Tughluqabad Fort
Tughluqabad Fort is a ruined fort in Delhi, built by Sultan
Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq- the founder of the Tughlaq Dynasty.
The Fort was the nucleus of the fifth historic city of Delhi,
which was abandoned in 1327.
Sandhra Babu S., IX B, St. Shantal Senior Secondary School, Trivandrum

Purana Qila

Amer Fort
Amer Fort also pronounced as Amber Fort is located in Amer,

a town 11 km from Jaipur in Rajasthan. The fort is known for
its artistic style, blending both Hindu and Mughal elements.
The fort with its large ramparts, series of gates and cobbled
paths, overlook the Maota Lake at its forefront.
S. Rishika Reddy, Std. 10, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s Public School, Jubilee
Hills, Hyderabad

Purana Qila or Old Fort in Delhi was the inner citadel of the
city of Dinpanah, founded by the second Mughal Emperor,
Humayu in 1533. This fort and its surrounding environs
flourished as the sixth city of Delhi.
M. Deepa, VIII E, Delhi Public School, Gurgaon

Red Fort
Red Fort or Lal Quila as it is popularly known in Delhi is

Junagarh Fort
Junagarh Fort in the city of Bikaner was built by Raja Raj

Singh. The fort is surrounded by a high wall and deep moats.
It has 37 bastions which guard the fort and two gates which
form the main entrances of the massive structure.
Bhanu Pranesh, VIII C, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s Public School, Jubilee
Hills, Hyderabad

a marvel of Indo-Islamic architecture. Made of red stone
this very fort was the center of power for more than 2
centuries. Completed in a span of ten years, according to the
conservative estimates at least 10 million rupees were spend
on it. Of these around 5 million
was spent on palaces and the
rest on gardens, fountains and
pathways.

Muskaan Gupta, Vii A, Delhi Public
School Sec 45 Gurgaon

Mehrangarh Fort
Mehrangarh Fort, located in Jodhpur, Rajasthan, is one of
the largest forts of India. The foundation of the Mehrangarh
Fort were laid on 12th May 1459 by Jodha on a rocky hill, 9
km south of Mandore. This hill was popularly known as the
‘mountain of birds.’ According to popular legend, to build
the fort, Jodha had to displace the only human occupant, a
hermit called Cheeria Nathji, the lord of birds.

Illustration by: Sonika, Std. 10,

DID YOU KNOW ?
Nar durg or fortress with men was a fort
defended by a large army of warriors. It
was a city fort with secret tunnels that was
an escape route and also used to replenish
arms.

K. Yuvanesh, VIII C, Revoor Padmanabha Chetty’s Matric Hr. Sec. School,
Chennai

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

VOL. 9 No. 1

a c tivities 4 u
A fort on the banks of
Mahanadi
A. Barabati B. Warangal

Find your
way out!
British fort in Kolkata
A. St. George
B. William

An island fort in
Maharashtra
A. Sindhudurg B. Akola

The Portuguese
fort in Goa
A. Golconda
B. Aguada

Know all about
forts???
I have a
tricky maze
for you…

Fort in Nagaland
A. Buxa 	B. Rajbari
Famous fort of Jaipur
A. Mehrangarh
B. Amer

MY GREAT ESCAPE
I am a spy discovered by the soldiers of
the fort of a well known medieval king.
Write your story of your escape in 100
words referring to features of the fort.

Form a ‘Fort Club’ and adopt a neighbouring fort. Write in to

n

Bastio

us and tell us what your club has done to save or reinstate

Gate

the lost glory of these ancient structures. Your club could:
I.

Start a clean-up drive

II.

Initiate an information drive

Palac
e

Wall
wer

To

Cannon

Moat
Tun

nel

Tank

I was surrounded by soliders…

III. Inform others about the lost glory of the fort using
stories, drama, posters or any other creative medium
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a c tivities 4 u
Did you know?
The hands and footprints
of Shivaji are preserved in
Sindhudurg.

Kangra
Fort
Qila
Mubarak
Tughlaqabad Fort

Chittor
Mehrangarh
Fort

Raj Bari

Munger
Fort
Gwalior Fort

Fort William

Barabati

Sindhudurg
Raigad Fort
Vasai Fort

P l ace

Warangal
Fort
Fort
Aguada

Bidar
Fort

the fort un d er

the ri g ht cate g ory

Golconda
Fort

• Mountain Forts
• Hill Forts

Fort St.
George

• Forts on Plateau

Gingee
Fort

• Coastal Forts
• River Forts
• Forts on Commercial Routes
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H E RITAGE NEWS
Interview with Mr. Divay Gupta, Principal Director Architectural Heritage Division, INTACH
Mr Gupta has worked as a conservationist on several forts
across India. This is what he had to tell us -

How can we actively involve the students in reinstating the
glory of fort structures?

Could you tell us how INTACH has been involved with the
conservation of forts ?

I think you could do three things:

INTACH has over the years worked on the Maheshwar Fort,
the Chunar Fort which is close to Varanasi, the Qila Mubarak
and Qila Androon in Patiala and several others. We’ve also
worked on the Jaisalmer Fort, the Chanderi Fort in MP and
the Reius Margo in Goa.

2.	Involve the young people in cleaning-up activities

Apart from the bigger forts any smaller forts that INTACH
has worked on
The Estevam Fort in Goa is the only island fort in Goa . It’s a
small fortress which we restored.
How are forts connected to their terrain?
A fort structure will depend largely on three things – the
terrain, the defence system and the availability of local
material. That’s why you’ll perhaps see a lot of mud forts in
Rajasthan, similarly forts in Goa are on elevated surfaces but
not on hills.
Could you share any interesting tales that are associated
with the forts you’ve worked on?
It took Babur six months to locate the Chanderi Fort in MP
and even after locating it he had to cut through a mountain
to reach the fort.

Subscribe To :

1.	Use forts as educational resources
3.	Stories related to forts could be part of a creative drive
and used effectively in dance-drama, puppettery or
theatre.

Raigad Fort, Maharashtra
The Raigad Fort in Maharashtra is
historically a very important fort for
us. This is the fort from where the
great warrior and king Shivaji Maharaj
administered his kingdom, fought
foreigners and lived in the Raigad
fort as his palace. It is the most famous for the fact that it is
Shivaji’s – Samadhi or the place where his body was cremated.
The Raigad Fort is the symbol of Maratha glory, love for
independence and its forever association with the life of
Shivaji.
Research conducted by Vasant J Sheth Memorial Foundation.
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What's Next?

Prize Winners
Anjali Jain, Std. 10, Sophia Sr. Sec. School, Ajmer
Hrida, Hareena Oberoi, Std. 8, Bluebells School International, New Delhi
Rishit Pandit, Std. 6, Arsh Gupta, Std. 6 , Ananmay Narain, Std. 6 DPS, Gurgaon
S Vaisalatchi, B.K. Akshaya, Std. 10 VELS Vidhyashram, Chennai
Bhumika Sankhla Std. 8, All Saints School, Beawar Road, Ajmer, Rajasthan
Ananya Mishra, Std. 8, Gita Convent School, Faridabad
Sonali Sharma,Std. 9, Pine Hall School, Dehra Dun
Ananya Dengre, Std. 3, Delhi Public School, Jabalpur
Ranjit Sharma, Std. 9, Bethesda Hr. Sec. School, Dimapur
Sanskar Gupta, Std. 8, The Heritage School, Kolkata
Aarushi Verma, Std. 9, Visakha Valley School, Vishakhapatnam
Raghu Priya, Std. 7, P. Swetha, Std. 7, M. Siddharth, Std. 10, Athmakuri Rama Rao,
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad
Prachi Mittal, Std. 8, Green Fields School, New Delhi
Arvinth, Std. 7, J. Bharat Ram, Std. 7, P. Priya, Std. 9 Angappa Educational Trust Sen. Sec.
School, Coimbatore
R. Rashmika, Std.7, Revoor Padmanabha Chetty’s Matric Hr. Sec. School, Chennai
S. Revathy, Std. 8, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Puducherry
V. Krishna, Std. 7, Subha Niketan School, Kakinada
Madhu Prabha, Std. 9, S. Rishika Reddy, Std. 10, Bhanu Pranesh, Std. 8, Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan’s Public School, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad
G. Hemanth, Std. 9, Sri Sankara Vidyashramam Matriculation Hr. Sec. School, Chenna
A. Lalitha, Std. 8, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Puducherry
R.V. Deepan Kumar, Revoor Padmanabha Chetty’s Matric Hr. Sec. School, Chennai
Madhuri, Std. 10, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s Public School, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad
Briti Bhattacharya, Std. 7, The Heritage School, Kolkata
P. Kanishka Ragavi, Std. 9, Revoor Padmanabha Chetty’s Mat. Hr. Sec. School, Chennai
Anushrav Jain, Std. 7, Maharana Mewar Public School, Udaipur, Rajasthan
K. Yuvanesh, Std. 8, Revoor Padmanabha Chetty’s Matric Hr. Sec. School, Chennai
Shruthi C. Reddy, Std. 9, ACTS Secondary School, Bangalore
Sandhra Babu S., Std. 9, St. Shantal Senior Secondary School, Trivandrum
M. Deepa, Std. 8, Delhi Public School, Gurgaon
Muskaan Gupta, Std. 7, Delhi Public School Sec 45 Gurgaon

Feedback
Do you have any ideas, comments or suggestions to make Young INTACH
more interesting? We welcome any thoughts on what themes you would
like us to select for the upcoming issues of Young INTACH.
Please write to:
Purnima Datt
Heritage Education and Communication Service (HECS)
Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH)
71, Lodi Estate, New Delhi 110003
Tel: (011) 24641304, 24645482, Fax: (011) 24611290
Email: intachhecs@gmail.com, Website: www.youngintach.org
Credits
Purnima Datt
Research, Compilation and
Editorial
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Editing
Chandni Sengupta

Hindi Translation
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INTACH
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Enchanting Elephants

India's Environment Ministry has declared
the elephant a ‘National Heritage Animal’
in order to increase protective measures for
the country's endangered elephants. Write
to us about in about 100 words on any one of the following:
• The unique features of this magnificient animal, its habits,
habitats and endangered status.
•	Role of the elephant in Indian mythology, history and
culture.
You could also send us sketches and photographs to support
your write-up.
Last date for entries: February 15, 2012

July-September 2012
Story of Silk
A natural fibre, silk is a fabric of choice
for Indians. Its texture, elegance and
grace makes it a well-loved fabric for all
occasions. In about 100 words send us:
History of silk in India, its trade and the
Silk Route or varieties of silk in your state
including silk fabrics or silk saris.
You could send us your entries together with illustrations and
photographs to support your write-up.
Last date for entries: May 15, 2012
INTACH was established in 1984 and has dedicated all its efforts to the conservation
and preservation of India’s vast natural and cultural heritage.
The primary objectives of INTACH, as stated in its Memorandum of Association
are:
i)
To create and stimulate awareness among the public for the preservation of
the cultural and natural heritage of India and respect and knowledge of past
experience and skills”
vi)
To act as a pressure group by arousing public opinion when any part of the
cultural or natural heritage is threatened with imminent danger of damage
or destruction, arising out of private or public policy or in any other manner
xiv) to undertake and provide for the publication of a journal, books etc., in
furtherance of the objectives of the society.
To know more about INTACH, visit: www.intach.org
Recognizing the importance of heritage education, INTACH set up the Heritage
Education and Communication Service (HECS) in 1998. Since then HECS has
initiated several different types of training programmes for different target groups:
the public, professional groups, city and local authorities, our INTACH chapters,
school and college teachers and students. The aim of these programmes is to make
citizens aware of their role in the conservation and preservation of our natural,
cultural and living heritage.
To know more about HECS projects and publications, visit: www.youngintach.org

Answers of Match the following: 1.B; 2.B; 3.B; 4A; 5 A; 6 B
Answers of the Famous Four: 1. Jhansi, 2. Agra, 3. Daulatabad, 4. Siri
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April-June 2012
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We are grateful to the Ministry of Culture for sponsoring Young INTACH,
a quarterly heritage newsletter for and by children that has about 40,000
readers and the number keeps on going higher with each issue.
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